
 

Director’s Foreword 

It is with great pleasure and honour that I invite you to read this special issue of the 2021, Africa 

Amani Journal; an achievement made possible through the effort of International Peace Support 

Training Centre in collaboration with GIZ Support to the Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping 

Training Centre in Accra, Ghana and Peace Research Institute, Frankfurt. Peace operations are an 

integral part of conflict management and post-conflict recovery. Conflict in Africa has 

continuously undergone a metamorphosis; between inter and intra-state, symmetric and 

asymmetric and so on. The security actors have therefore, from time to time been sent back to the 

drawing board to review policies and capacity building initiatives so as to provide response 

strategies. 

 

With the above-mentioned in mind, it is notable that conflict dynamics in Africa are diverse, 

varying from one conflict situation to another.  The big question is; can a generic response address 

the grievances influenced by religious beliefs, ethnicity, political affiliations among other push 

and pull factors? As we move to address this question, other complexities presented by terrorism 

and violent extremism require situation in this complex environment that actors involved in Peace 

Support Operations environment find themselves in. The urge by our international development 

partners for Africa to take the lead in the continent’s Peace Support Operations has been on-going 

for a long time. Further, the ever-shrinking resource pool, justifiably so and accelerated in recent 

times by the COVID-19 pandemic requires a rethinking of our modus operandi in terms of speed 

and accuracy in a bid to actualize the agency. 

  

As we read through the articles, it is important to assess the current state of affairs on matters 

international and regional cooperation. As the realities of cooperation, subsidiarity, comparative 

advantage, power imbalance, resource control, among others are interrogated, it is my hope that 

they provoke thought in informing various options that African governments and regional bodies 



can take to claim a significant influence in the African security landscape. As Africa seeks to take 

hold of its peace operations on land, the aspect of insecurity out at sea is worth including in every 

way possible. With the improvised and vehicle-based explosive devices being the preferred 

weapon of choice for the Al Shabaab, manning our waters to stem the movement of components 

that go into IED assembly is key. 

 

Still within our maritime space is the need to invest in maritime disaster risk preparedness. As the 

world moves to harness the Blue Economy, safety for all as we partake of this pie is important. 

Persons with Disabilities who make up 10 to 15% of any population around the world need to be 

considered. Appreciation of the Sendai Framework under a lens that is alive to status of PWDs in 

our maritime space is necessary. 

 

This special issue is also geared towards discussions on Countering Violent Extremism. The rate 

at which this issue pervades our African continent is alarming given the in-roads extremist groups 

like Al-Shabaab and ISIS have been making. The issue of returnees and their rehabilitation as they 

seek acceptance and reintegration back into society after a period of activity with VE groups is a 

common debate in the debate. The question on the minds of the actors is, do we have a common 

and generic prescription to approaching this group of persons?  

 

Prescriptions discussed in-depth are availed by the contributors to this special issue.   
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